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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Laws of England, being a complete statement of the whole law 
of England, by the Right Honorable Earl of Halsbury, Lord 
High Chancellor of Great Britain; '85-'86, '86-'92 and '92-05. 
Volume II containing "Bankruptcy" to "Bills of Exchange" 
inclusive. London Butterworth & Co. Cromarty Law Book 
Company, 1112 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa.; and Lawyers' 
Co-Operative Publishing Company, Rochester, N. Y., Sole 
Agents for the United States. 1907. Price $7.50, net. 

The second volume of this monumental work has just been re- 
ceived. The greater part of it is taken up with the law of Bank- 
ruptcy and Insolvency in England, which is only valuable to the 
American lawyer as comparative with our own national Bankruptcy 
Law. The article on Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes is 
however, of peculiar value to the American lawyer in those States 
which have adopted the Negotiable Instruments Act; as the Amer- 
ican Act, whilst almost a literal copy of the New York Act on the 
subject, has really as its basis the English Act, and the references 
to authorities, as well as the opportunity of comparison will render 
this portion of the book exceedingly useful. The article on Bar- 
risters, which occupies 66 pages will be read with a great deal of 
interest by our lawyers, who will note with surprise that all the 
statements of the article as to the practice and rules and regula- 
tions of the profession are statements of matters of etiquette only 
and are not rules of law or binding as such; and yet we may safely 
venture to say that there is no law in England more rigidly ob- 
served than the practice, rules and regulations of the English Bar. 

This second volume must simply increase the desire of the pro- 
fession to see this work completed. We belieye that with each 
volume its necessity to the library of a lawyer- desirous to be 
learned in his profession will become more apparent. We commend 
the mechanica.1 "get up" of the Volumes. Paper, print, margin and 
binding are very attractive and the ribbon marker might well be 
adopted in all law bocks. 



The Law of Real Property (Based on Minor's Institutes). By Ra- 
leigh Colston Minor, M. A., B. L., Professor of Law in the 
University of Virginia. In two volumes. Volume 1, Anderson 
Bros., Publishers, University of Virginia. 1908. (Printed, etc., 
by The Michie Co., Charlottesville, Va.) Price for the two 
volumes, Law Sheep, $11.50. 

The second volume of Minor's Institutes, which went through 
four editions, is too well known and has been in too constant use 
to need more than a notice at the hands of a reviewer. The great- 
est work of the greatest law teacher of the last century, it pre- 
sented the law of Real Property in a clear, logical and forceful way, 
making it as valuable to the practitioner as to the student— for 
whose use it was primarily intended. Its peculiar analytical ar- 
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rangement at first seemed to present some difficulty to those unac- 
quainted with Professor John B. Minor's method of teaching and 
caused some criticism outside of his own pupils, but when once 
understood, its value to the student was apparent. Commanding, 
as it very soon did, a far wider field than its author anticipated, it 
became one of the leading text books on its subject. The need of 
a new edition was being keenly felt and the distinguished author's 
distinguished son determined to issue a fifth edition. Very wisely 
and happily, however, he came to the conclusion that an entirely 
new work based upon the old and containing the substance and 
indeed the very language of the Institutes, would be better than a 
re-issue of the old work. Consequently, we have before us the first 
volume of Professor Raleigh C. Minor's own work, giving, how- 
ever, wherever proper, the language of the original work and re- 
ferring to it in such a way that any one can easily find any propo- 
sition cited or quoted. The peculiar arrangement of the old work 
is entirely abandoned, and we have a modern book, written and ar- 
ranged in the most modern way, and standing or falling upon its 
own merits. The first volume, beginning with the doctrine of 
Tenures, concludes with the "Various Estates in Land as respects 
the Community of Interests." The second volume — which will be 
ready in November — will treat of the Modes of Acquiring Real 
Property — by Title and by Descent. 

It may seem invidious to compare the work of the father with 
the son, but it certainly can in no way reflect upon the former's 
work to say that building upon the old foundation, the super- 
structure is in no way unworthy of that foundation, but must prove 
of a broader and greater usefulness. All matter of an historical 
interest is retained in an abbreviated form; the archaic and merely 
curious recitals are omitted. The law is stated clearly and con- 
cisely and the present author's original work gives evidence of a 
mastery of his subject and a lucidity of statement which render 
the volume pleasant and easy to the examiner. That Professor Mi- 
nor is not unmindful of the law student is shown in the admirable 
arrangement of the volume in brief sections with heavy black letter 
catch sentences. The practitioner appreciates now this arrangement 
about as much as the student, as it enables him to find his law 
with much greater celerity. We may safely venture to say that 
in this work Professor Minor has not only carried out his original 
intention of prolonging the usefulness of "Minor's Institutes," but 
has created a work of distinct and original value; one which, whilst 
keeping in constant remembrance the work of the father, must add 
to the growing fame of the son and place him amongst the ablest 
of the law writers of his time. 

Needless to say that the press work and general "get up" of this 
volume reflect credit alike upon the publishers and printers. 



